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Essay one: Semiotic Analysis of ONE TV episode or ONE Fairy Tale 
         Peer Review ONE occurs Monday of week three - bring a PAPER VERSION to class. If you do not have a working printer, I recommend emailing it yourself, uploading to a cloud server, or saving to portable media -- and printing at school prior to class. 

· Peer Review TWO -- the final draft is Wednesday of week three. Again, bring a paper version to class                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Paper 1 DUE Before Sunday, week THREE as it inters into week 4 – BEFORE midnight. It is submitted ONLINE via MOODLE where a submission slot will open up. Submit in either WORD or g-doc. 
         Length 3 – 4  pages (MUST reach at least 1/4 page onto page three in MLA correct formatting to be considered long enough)-- do NOT exceed 4 pages.

Option ONE: This essay is an opportunity for you to practice your skills at semiotic analysis as you “read” (interpret) the message the clothing worn by your chosen characters on ONE episode of a television series is offering the audience. Ask yourself:
· ·         What does the clothing indicate about the person wearing it?

· ·         Does the clothing choice indicate a particular job or socio-economic class?

· ·         Would the character “read” the same if he or she was wearing different clothing?

· ·         Why do our think the costume designer made those specific choices for the character?

Option TWO: Read a modern version of a Fairy Tale which is a one-off (not a series).  Ask yourself the same questions as suggested in the list above.  
Both of these options should include descriptions. For instance, if you are discussing the clothing of a prince, describe it. Do not just say, "The Prince was wearing boots."
Assignment:
The television episode (or book) is your topic; it's not your thesis. Once you've done some analysis of the "text", you'll come up with a main point about the text, and that will be your thesis.

·         Include enough background and description so that your reader can follow your analysis, but do not wander off into a full paper summary. The summary in the paper should be no longer than a Netflix or Comcast description of the show plot.

·         The audience for this paper to is: me, you, your classmates, and any other student on campus.

·         In your introduction, be sure to indicate what text you are writing about. Include a thesis statement that says your overall view of this text. It is a good idea to include a plan of development, which means including a list of the major parts of your essay, like a map for the reader. Writers usually add the plan of development to the thesis statement after the essay is written, to make sure that it matches the actual content and structure of the essay.

·         An analysis breaks something down into its parts. For this assignment, consider the information a reader would need to understand your analysis. For example, your text is a television show, so you'll need to give enough of the plot, characters, and setting to allow someone who has not watched that show to understand your points. Be sure to use signal phrases and citations to indicate any ideas or material that is not your own. [A signal phrase is a short phrase used to introduce source material. Example: Smith argues that generational differences are better explained by maturation (49).] Please remember that this is not a summary paper.

Note: While we have not discussed proper quotations, Note:

· Titles of television episodes are inside quote marks when you mention them. The SERIES title is in italics.

· Titles of characters under discussion will be referred to by the full name the first time you mention them, but you may use only their first name thereafter. (For instance Buffy Summers may be called the more common usage, Buffy, after the first full name mention.)

· If you quote a character, please make it clear who is being quoted from, and make certain the punctuation goes inside the end quote. 

Presentation Standards for Essays
· Use MLA standards for the paper’s format unless you and I make special arrangements. Papers not in MLA format will get handed back to you without comment and will be considered late. (I have placed a link to a YouTube which demonstrates how to layout an MLA paper over on Moodle.)

Analysis Grading Rubric
This essay will be graded on the following:

	


	Paper IS in proper MLA format throughout
	Paper IS NOT in MLA

   0points     

         Paper IS in MLA

              4points



	 

Paper is in third person throughout == sorry, this is a yes/no; pregnant or not sort of one. Use your search/find feature on word to double check.
	first and second personal pronouns are present

0points

No first or second person pronouns are present 

4points



	IS a semiotic analysis
	Paper is a summary

0points

Paper is less than 60% analysis

1points

Paper is at at least 70% analysis

2points

Paper is at at least 85% analysis

3points

paper is an analysis

4points



	Introduction gives a thesis and plan of development that meet the assignment
	Paper has no thesis or clearly laid out paths to Portland

0points

Paper has a thesis but too broad...one might or might not get to Portland timely.

1points

Paper has no thesis but a plan is indicated to arrive in Portland timely

2points

Paper has both a great thesis and a clear development plan

4points



	Introduction indicates what the text is and any author or source.
	Does not meet

0points

meets, but needs work

2points

meets adequately

3points

Exceeds

4points



	Arranges ideas logically; uses transitions to link ideas within and between paragraphs.
	Does not meet= missing both aspects

0points

meets, but needs work == has logical structure but transitions are missing

2points

meets adequately = both are present but perhaps not five start

3points

exceeds = both ideas and transitions are wowers! The Hilton Hotel of logic!

4points



	Fully develops ideas within paragraphs; provides adequate details to analyze the text; uses carefully selected details to support ideas.
	Does not meet -- topic sentences are missing and internal details read as random filler

0points

meets, but needs work -- topic sentences tell the reader what the para will be about, and the details are a bit random

2points

meets adequately -- both sides are present, but sorta between the hourly rent hotel and the Hilton.

3points

exceeds == The Hilton

4points



	 

Clearly differentiates between writer’s ideas and information from sources by using signal phrases and citations.
	Does not meet

0points

Meets, but needs work: at least 65% of internal quotes (if used), have clearly stated he said or she said..." 2points

meets adequately all say a different speaker, but not very elegantly phrased

3points

exceeds 

4points



	Sentences are complete and grammatically correct.
	Does not meet  0points

meets, but needs work   2points

Meets adequately 3points

exceeds

4points



	Uses a variety of sentence types to establish flow and emphasize major points.
	Does not meet

0points

Meets, but needs work

2points

Meets adequately

3points

exceeds

4points




 
Learning outcomes: This assignment will help you learn to . . .

•               Read complex and challenging texts critically.

•               Summarize the main ideas of various texts, differentiating between the student’s and the author’s opinions.

•               Analyze a text’s thesis, structure, and patterns of development.

•               Respond in writing to a text’s content, purpose, and structure.

•               Exercise original thought in selecting and narrowing topics and choosing appropriate supporting material.

•               Use various methods of development to explain and support a thesis in multi-paragraph essays.

•               Use outside sources to support a thesis.

•               Arrange ideas in a logical way, maintaining unity and coherence in a well-developed essay.

•               Select from a variety of invention, revision, and editing strategies as part of a refined personal writing process.

•               Cite sources appropriately using MLA format.

•           Write grammatically correct and complete sentences.

