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Writing 121-03 

Instructor: Leslie Ormandy
Class Locations: 

Phone:  503-657- 3790 (I respond to phone calls only from campus, email is preferred).

E-Mail: leslieo@clackamas.edu
Course carries 4 credits and is 44 hours of instructional time crowded into 8 weeks. Please do allot at least three extra hours per credit per week for course work which includes reading, assignments, writing, editing your drafts, and peer-2-peer interaction.

 

Office HOURS: TBD __________ 
Contact: Email: leslieo@clackamas.edu. I read and answer email on Tuesday/Thursday during the mornings, and Saturdays (time on Saturday depends upon my commitments). I will let you know in advance if I will be unavailable via internet.

 

Prerequisites:
You must have scored a C or better in Writing. 95, or have placed into this class by the Testing Center, AND your writing diagnostic must show writing competency sufficient to succeed at the WR 121 level.

 

Course Description:
Introducing the academic essay: analyzing and developing a topic, writing grammatically correct and organized essays, reading professional writing, and applying writing techniques to a range of academic essay styles, this course is designed to develop student’s competencies in the fundamentals of English composition through practice and revision.
 

Entrance Requirements:
Students must demonstrate ability to:

· Recognize and use basic writing skills including, but not limited to:

· Correct use of complete sentences

· Correct use of subject / verb agreement

· Correct use of pronoun/antecedent agreement

· Correct spelling and punctuation

· Consistent verb tense and point of view

· Write well developed paragraphs of at least 8 - 10 sentences that include specific topic sentence, appropriate supporting details, appropriate transitions, and clear conclusion.

· Identify and use various methods of development such as definition, description, comparison /contrast, and others.

· Work through a writing sequence that includes narrowing a topic and composing thesis and topic sentences, along with some form of prewriting, outlining, drafting, and rewriting.

· Read essays critically, recognizing thesis statements and patterns of development and analyzing purpose, content, and structure.

· Write an organized essay that develops a specific thesis with appropriate supporting details, in varied and mature sentences.

 
Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:
1.  accurately read and respond, in discussion and writing, to college level texts, and analyze them in detail, for both content and form
2.  independently create clearly written, thesis-driven academic essays of 4 to 5 pages, with few errors, using a process that includes generating ideas, drafting, critiquing, revising, and polishing;
3. plan and organize essays according to the logical and stylistic demands of specific academic audiences and writing situations

4.  identify and apply some basic elements of argumentative writing, such as examining evidence, developing a complex position, and answering objections

5. locate information to address specific academic research problems, drawing on a larger understanding of modern information issues; evaluate their findings; and synthesize them with their own ideas in a meaningful and ethical way using MLA citation format

6. participate constructively and respectfully in discussions and writing groups; independently analyze and improve their own and others’ writing; and reflect independently on their own learning. 

Required Text:
· Online—see folder
 

Required Material: 
· Some sort of computer access to the internet to reach the Moodle class shell since the quizzes are conducted only through Moodle so that students have open book options. 
· 2 ten question Scantrons
Grading and How Grades are Determined:
Each paper or quiz will be returned with a + number on it. This is the total number of points earned by that paper/quiz. Place that number in the blank cell next to the related activity, add them up, and that will give you your points toward the grade. 

	# earned
	Paper and points possible

	
	Paper one  -- (36 points paper one)  Semiotics or Fairy Tale

	
	Paper Two (40 points paper two)  Movie/Book or Comparison of Tales

	
	Paper Three (64 points) – Revision and ADDITION to EITHER paper 1 or paper 2

	
	Journal 1: Introductory Reflection letter regarding what you believe “success” means and how it fits into your expectation for this course (5 points)

	
	Journal 2 (5 points)  -- details of comparison

	
	Journal 3 (5 points)  -- 

	
	Journal 4 (5 points)  

	
	Smiling pleasantly at me (2 points X credit – inserted as surprise!)

	
	One-shot in-class reading quiz ONE (5 points)

	
	One-shot in-class reading quiz TWO -- (5 points)


	
	One-shot in-class reading quiz THREE -- (5 points)




	
	Peer reviews True Rough Draft paper ONE  (3 points)

	
	Peer reviews Final Draft paper ONE  (3 points)

	
	Peer Review True Rough Draft paper TWO (3 points)





	
	Peer reviews Final Draft paper TWO  (3 points)

	
	In class activities -- Add two points for each day you attend class – max 4 points  a week

	
	Week one

	
	Week two

	
	Week three

	
	Week four

	
	Week five

	
	Week six

	
	Week seven

	
	Week eight

	
	Week nine

	
	Week ten

	
	FINAL (5 points)

	
	SUB TOTAL 

	
	Plus KINDNESS points earned

	
	TOTAL


The following grid will inform you what grade to expect: A = 229 - 205

B =  204 - 183                                      C =     182-163                         D = 227 - 141
TWO Essays+ 1 Revision: 
1. Essays are due on the due date  in digital form in Word.
2. Papers not in MLA format will be returned unread to be re-submitted in correct format. (Think of formatting a paper as dressing it for work – if it turned up for a shift at a black-and-white wait-person restaurant in a swimsuit, it would be sent home and lose a day’s pay. Your paper wants its pay. There is a YouTube link on the top right of the home page with instructions which you can watch, starting and stopping at need.)

Journal Entries: There a basically 4 journal entries. One is the opening introduction regarding your ideas of success; two are based around the readings and the skills; and the final is a TBD regarding what you have learned. All entries are worth 5 points each. 
Quizzes: Three timed ONE TIME ONE SHOT quizzes. All will be on a scantron.
 

Peer Review:
Part of the expected student learning outcomes for this class is how to revise essays, taking them from rough draft to revised draft to better yet draft. Each peer review forum enables students to get helpful feedback about their paper from their peers (a second or third set of eyes). Each peer review forum carries a maximum of three points of credit.

In class (and the occasional homework) Activity: 

My classes are very hands-on. Each activity done in class is designed to encourage active learning and offer opportunity to practice concepts needed for successful completion of the Student Learning Outcomes. Thus by embracing the activities and fully participating in them, you help not only yourself and your own understanding; you also have the opportunity to assist others to learn. 
Extra credit Kindness Points:
· My belief in a safe courteous environment is strong enough that I issue kindness points as the only extra credit offered in my classes. Kindness points are earned when I note students going out of the way to assist other students. Note that this is for kindness above the common level. Kindness points are issued both to the student who admits they need help and let others know, and for those helping the student who needs it. Kindness activities allow students to earn up to 9% of the total points available for this class (10 points).
 

Students receiving a grade of C or better are able to take Writing 122.
 

ADA Services:
If you have specific physical, psychiatric or learning disabilities and require accommodations, please let me know early in the quarter so that your learning needs may be appropriately met. You will need to provide documentation of your disability to the Disability Resource Center (located in the Community Center, right across from the cafeteria). The Disability Resource Center can also be reached by phone at [image: image1]503.594.6357 or drc@clackamas.edu.

 

Expectations/RULES:
1. Each student will be an active participant in his or her own learning.

1. This means that ALL portable electronics will be shut off expect for clearly designated times. Students who choose to use their portable electronics during our class time pose a distraction to those around them. Students will be asked ONCE to put them away and lose their attendance credit for that ONE day. Students who need to be asked a second time, are requested to leave the class for the day. Refusing to vacate the class or arguing with the instructor regarding this will cause the student to drop ONE full ending grade. (EX. A to B, C to D.)

2. Being awake is necessary if one is to learn. Sleeping during class poses a distraction to those around the sleeper. Sleeping during class will cause the sleeper to lose attendance points for the first offense, and on the second occasion they will be requested to leave the class for the day. Refusing to vacate the class or arguing with the instructor regarding this will cause the student to drop ONE full ending grade. (EX. A to B, C to D.)

2. Weekly activity is required in this class for successful completion. Since much of this class is predicated on group activities, missing more than TWO classes will result in the issuance of a failing grade in this course. 
3. Students will withdraw by the end of week five if they wish a withdraw grade.

4. Students wishing the pass/no pass option will make the change to that grade option in their registration prior to the end of week eight (or contact me prior to week seven)
5. If a student is struggling to understand a concept, he or she will communicate with the instructor

6. It helps the instructor and all others helping you learn if you let them know not just that you don’t understand, but at what point in the understanding breaks down for you.
7. It is expected that each student will participate fully in all class activities.
8. Courtesy will be demonstrated in all class communications via at all times.
9. Papers will be submitted when they are due and in a format which can be opened.
10. In the event I am late arriving at class, you will wait 15 minutes before leaving.
1.  Please check the online classroom since I will post alternative material as soon as practicable. (It isn’t always possible to find someone to post a “car broke down” note on the door.

Plagiarism and other forms of cheating are illegal and unethical and will result in course failure.
Other info:

Library: There is a link on the course page which opens to various resources in the CCC library.

School Computers: Computers are available for student use in the Streeter Lab and the Library.

The Writing Center info is available on the main course page.

Distance Learning assistance info is available on the main course page.

Assignments: (See course main page for reading assignments)

SLO check of sheet:

As we progress through class, add a tic-mark or date next to each item as you feel you have attained mastery of the item. Some of these should end with multiple tic-marks.

	
	
	
	
	1. Read, comprehend, interpret, and respond to college-level texts

	
	
	
	
	2. Participate constructively and respectfully in discussions and writing groups

	
	
	
	
	3. Analyze their own writing and reflect on their learning

	
	
	
	
	4. Apply basic critical thinking skills to text and other forms of media

	
	
	
	
	5. Use prewriting tools such as brainstorming and free writing to generate ideas for writing.

	
	
	
	
	6. Exercise original thought in selecting and narrowing writing topics

	
	
	
	
	7. Identify a basic research topic, focus a simple search, and evaluate results.

	
	
	
	
	8. Support thesis statements with specific details and examples, from both experience and sources.

	
	
	
	
	9. Arrange ideas logically, using various patterns, in unified and fully-developed essays.

	
	
	
	
	10. Integrate source materials and avoid plagiarism

	
	
	
	
	11. Improve essays through revision

	
	
	
	
	12. Write with precise diction and a vocabulary appropriate to the topic and audience.

	
	
	
	
	13. Set up pages in proper MLA manuscript format.

	
	
	
	
	14.  Use MLA formatting Works Cited page

	
	
	
	
	15. Write grammatically correct and complete sentences.


Keeping your Grades:
You are responsible for tracking your grade. I do not use Moodle Gradebook.


I grade on a straight 10% A to F pattern. Please do not try and talk percentages at me. To me, an A paper is a point between 18 and 20. Thus, when a paper is worth 20 points, the following is true:

A = 18 – 20

B = 16 – 17.9

C = 14 – 15.9

D = 12 – 13.9

F = 10 ish

